Dallas Cup: The Gift of Friendships
By Judy Murphey

As we approach the 30th Anniversary of the world’s best competitive youth soccer tournament, it is interesting to note that the tournament had its origins as a “thank you note”! Conceived as a way to reciprocate English and European youth soccer clubs who had hosted the Texas Longhorns Soccer Club on its many trips abroad, the Dallas Cup vision was realized in the spring of 1980. The Texas Longhorns, established in 1968, and thus the oldest competitive youth soccer club in the southwest originally had little company on the Dallas soccer scene. Soon, however, the Flame, the Titans, the British Caledonian Diggers, the Gunners, Solar, the American Generals, the Minutemen and others became the earliest clubs teaching the most popular international sport in a landscape dominated by American football. The first Dallas Cup consisted of three age groups (U14, U16 and U19) and matches were played at Moss Park with the feature games held at the stadium at Jesuit High School. Local clubs represented in that first tournament were Flame SC, Titans SC Sparta, and the Texas Longhorns. Among the first visitors were a team from German and  several teams from England and Mexico.

Dallas Cup II, in 1981, saw four divisions of play and the arrival of the Royal Navy team from England. Staying in the homes of members of the Flame Soccer Club, the Royal Navy began a 29 year history that continues today. Their support, loyalty and friendship (and the continuous hospitality of many of those first Flame families) is one of the many remarkable Dallas Cup stories.

As the Dallas Cup grew in stature among soccer fans worldwide, the tournament embraced not only England, Scotland, France, Germany, Czechoslavakia and Italy, but also Venezuela, Thailand, Bolivia, Japan, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Mexico, Canada, Argentina, and Brazil. Iraq, Morocco, South Africa and Ireland sent very special teams whose goals were not only soccer success but humanitarianunderstaning as well.  Many of the teams in Dallas Cup had rosters with names of future professional stars we all recognize: David Beckham, Raul, Landon Donovan, , Brian McBride, Wayne Rooney and Frazier Campbell to name a few.  For any player fortunate enough to participate, the Dallas Cup experience was certainly a pinnacle of their soccer journey. As recently as December, a young man who had played in the Dallas Cup in 1983contacted the Dallas Cup office in an effort to locate theLonghorns family he had stayed with so many years ago. Many Dallas Cup families continue to communicate with the players and referees they hosted during tournaments years ago.
With the phenomenal growth of girls’ soccer since the inception of Title IX in 1972, the Dallas Cup decided to add a female division to the tournament. What was supposed to be a five year experiment became a ten year commitment. From 1987 until 1996, Dallas Cup provided a much needed quality tournament for girls. Dallas soccer for girls was elite among programs nation wide. Only two non Dallas teams (P.V. Shamrocks, AZ (U16 and U19 winners) and the Australian National Team ever earned a championship! Alas, by the 1997 tournament, the Dallas Cup returned to its roots as an all male tournament.
While the facts and figures of the Dallas Cup Invitational Tournament are integral to the historical record of the event, the Dallas Cup experience has always been more than soccer. Since the first tournament, the focus has been on our guests. Hospitality – the concept that no request is too difficult – and friendships forged have been the hallmarks of the Dallas Cup. None of the efforts on behalf of our guests would be possible without those early volunteers – the Texas Longhorns families who organized the tournament and the many families of other clubs who opened their homes, hearts (and wallets) to young soccer players from around the world. The Texas Longhorns volunteer list of more than 3,000 grows each year.
For years the Longhorns and other volunteers labored to put up nets, met midnight ( and later ) flights at DFW, mastered a  squee gee and earned blisters in the process of moving water off fields at Moss Park and Winters Park. Before the advent of the huge hospitality tent at Lake Highlands High School stadium, they hauled ice and food for full course meals up the never ending steps to the stadium press box. Sponsors, referees and college coaches were well fed! The volunteers sold tickets and collected tickets. They took pictures. Volunteers cooked hamburgers at Southfork Ranch and donated brownies that melted in the sun. Volunteers were cold. They were hot. They were sleep deprived. They were ecstatic! What a wonderful opportunity to learn about people from other countries and to teach Texas and American culture. 

When Dallas Cup included the fields and stadium at Pizza Hut Park, the flavor of the tournament changed. Some of our volunteers said “no thanks, it’s too far”. Others said, “I’ll stay one more year” – which became another and another. We greet each other with a bear hug and say “here we are again”! We welcome this opportunity for new volunteers.  It takes time to adapt to new surroundings….volunteers no longer put up tents or watch porta potties float down Moss Creek! Instead, our new venue has a truly remarkable professional pitch, a superior sound system, plenty of parking and many soccer fields in one location. Between the beautifully manicured Classic League fields at Richland College and the fields at Pizza Hut Park, Dallas Cup is blessed.

The Texas Longhorns are proud of the tournament established in 1980 and as the host club we take this responsibility seriously. As the tournament has grown to include 180 teams, more hands and hearts have been needed.  Longhorns families continue to form the largest core of volunteers,  volunteers from throughout the competitive soccer community have partnered in this massive undertaking. Today, 1,300 volunteers continue the traditions established thirty years ago. Today, there are still midnight drives to the doctor; there are still homesick young men; there are still apprehensive stares at “local cuisine”. Volunteers are still exhausted. They still juggle being a field monitor, a home stay parent and a real life employee. But most importantly, Dallas Cup volunteers still strive to entertain our guests and recognize that the game we all love is but the vehicle for international understanding and the Dallas Cup experience!
